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Journal of George Ewing, a Revolutionary
Soldier, of Greenwich, New Jersey

The original journal of which this is an exact copy is in the possession of Dorothy
R. Clark, Laplata, Mo., a descendant

On the 11th of November, 1775, I en-
listed myself as a soldier in the company
of Capt. R. Horvill, Second Jersey Regi-
fnent, for one year.

December 12 we set out from Cohansey
for Burlington, where we arrived the 15th,
and went into barracks, where we remained
until some time in February, 1776, when
we marched to Trenton, where we were
furnished with arms, clothes, etc., fitting
for our expedition to Canada, for which
place we were ordered to march to rein-
{:xc"ce General Arnold, then besieging Que-

February 28 we marched from Trenton
and arrived about sunset at Pennytown, a
small village distant from Trenton about
ten miles.

Nothing worth mentioning happened on
the march. On the 11th of March we ar-
rived at Albany; the snow was about a
foot deep; the North River was frozen
over so hard that a regiment of Connecticut
troops marched over it. Here we were
quartered in houses—myself and four others
' were quartered in the house of Mr. Philip
Van Rensselaer, where I was on the 20oth
of March taken sick and confined to my bed
until the of In the mean-
time the company marched for Quebec,
and left me behind in a wretched condition;
in a strange place, sick and moneyless; but
Providence having so ordered it I was
placed in a house where the people were
very kind to me, and took as much care of
me as if I were their own son, providing
physicians and every necessary for me.

The city of Albany is situated on the
west side of the North or Hudson River,
- one hundred and ninety miles above New
York, and it is one of the oldest towns in
the colony; the inhabitants chiefly Hol-
landers. The city is between two and three
miles long on the river and half a mile wide,
and is built on the lowland by the side of
the river and nearly level with the water,

with a very high hill lying back of it, on
which is the ruins of an old fort, which
overlooks the town. Here I remained until
some time in May, when the Third Jersey
Regiment arrived in the place, at which
time I was just recovered so as to be able to
walk the streets. Never was a poor wretch
more rejoiced than was I when walking
the street to meet some of my old acquaint-
ances. I was by them conducted to Cap-
tain Bloomfield, of whom I borrowed
money to answer my present necessities, and
joined his company until an opportunity
should offer to get to my own again.

A few days after this the regiment re-
ceived orders to march to Johnstown to
quell an insurrection there. Although I
was very weak, yet I resolved to march with
them rather than to tarry any longer to be
a burden to my friend and benefactor, the
generous and humane Van Rensselaer. The
family seemed very sorrowful at my depar-
ture, judging from my low condition that
they would never see me more. We
marched from Albany in the afternoon, and
about ten o’clock the next day we marched
to Schenectady, a very pretty little town
on the south side of the Mohawk River,
sixteen miles above Albany; the inhabitants
likewise Hollanders, and very kind and hos-
pitable. Here we tarried a few hours and
then crossed the river and proceeded on
our march. In two days we reached Johns-
town. At our arrival Sir John, with his
banditti, fled and left us the peaceable pos-
session of the town. This is a very small
town, about six miles from the Mohawk
River, in a very fertile spot of land. Here
we remained about two weeks and then
marched to the German flats, so-called be-
cause it is a large piece of intervale land ly-
ing on both sides of the river, inhabited by
Germans; these flats are forty miles from
Johnstown. Captain Dickinson’s company
remained to guard Johnstown.

Here we pitched our tents, first on the
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south side of the river, and lay for five or
six days, and then removed to the other
side, where we lay for some time; and then
the other six companies marched to Fort
Stanwix, leaving Captain Bloomfield to gar-
rison the flats. Shortly after their depar-
ture Major General Schuyler arrived at the
flats and held a grand treaty with the Six
Nations of Indians that lie to the westward
of this place. Here we built a fort, which
we called Fort Dayton, in honor of our
Colonel. This is the most fertile spot of
land that I ever beheld—their produce is
chiefly wheat, oats, and peas, with some In-
dian corn,

From this in the month of September
we marched to Fort Stanwix to reinforce
the garrison there, we being relieved by
Colonel Elmore’s Regiment. Fort Stanwix
is built at the head of the Mohawk River,
at the great carrying place where the boats
going to Oswego or Niagara are unloaded
and carried to Wood Creek, from whence
they go into Lake Oneida. The land there-
abouts, though very high, is very wet and
swampy; the timber, chiefly cypress and
white pine, is very large and thick. I went
frequently on command to the Oneida Lake,
twenty miles from the Fort. This lake is
about ten miles wide and thirty long. It
abounds with excellent salmon and other
fish in great plenty. On the south side of
this lake lies Oneida Castle, on a creek of
th]i same name, which empties itself into the
lake.

During our stay at Fort Schuyler we had
hardly two clear days together. There are
a few inhabitants about this fort, only three
or four families living about the neighbor-
hood of it, and as many at a small Indian
town, twelve miles from the Mohawk,
called Arino.

We marched from here on the 20th of
October, 1776, for Schenectady, being re-
lieved by Colonel Elmore’s Regiment. We
marched that day to old Fort Schuyler,
where we built fires and lay on the grass.
On the 21st we marched to Fort Herkimer
at the flats, and on the 24th arrived at
Schenectady.

On the 25th set out on our march for
Ticonderoga. We marched by the way
of Fort Ann and Skeenesborough, and so
went down the South Bay to Ticonderoga,
where we landed on the 1st of November,
about sunset.

November 2, spent this day in viewing
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the works. This place is very strong, be-
ing built to defend the only passage from
Canada into New England or New York,
which stands at the forks of Lake Cham-
plain, alias Lake Sacrament; on the oppo-
site side of the lake stands Mount Inde-
pendence, a very strong fortress built on a
high point of land. The lake here is about
one-half mile wide and very deep. It forks
at this place. The branches are called the
South and West bays. The former, run-
ning south to Skeensborough, receives the
waters of Wood Creek; the latter west a
short distance and receives the waters of
Lake George. We had here a floating
bridge across the lake from Ticonderoga to
the Mount, and in the lake five small vessels
of war. I now joined my own company in
the Second Regiment, which I found very
much reduced.

Here we remained and lay in tents until
the 15th of November, when we marched
for the Jerseys, our term of service being
expired.

We marched for the landing place on

. Lake George. This lake is about thirty-six

miles long and of different breadths, being
very full of islands. We embarked on
board of batteaus about the middle of the
afternoon. It snowed very fast all this day.
About daylight we landed just below Sab-
bath Day Point, on the opposite side of the
lake, with great difficulty, the bank being
for the most part very high. Here we built
fires and lay this night.

November 16.—Embarked this morning
and about 3 P.M. arrived at Fort George,
with a brisk gale in our rear and a tent for a
sail. This fort is built at the head of the
lake, where Fort William Henry formerly
stood. I lodged this night in a house near
the fort.

November 17.—Marched to Fort Ed-
ward ; distance, fourteen miles. This fort
is entirely demolished. It was built at the
head of the water carriage or the North
River. Here we lodged this night and drew
provisions.

November 18.—Marched to Saratoga.
Here they were building barracks on a
height near the house of General Schuyler.

November 19.—Marched to Stillwater.
Here is a pretty little village lying on the
side of the Hudson River.

November 20.—Reached the Half Moon.

November 21.—Crossed the river
Passed through the New City, a very pretty
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little town, six miles from Albany. Crossed
the river again and arrived at Albany. I
lodged this night at the house of Samuel
Seatty, a person with whom I had become
acquainted during my former abode in this
cty.

November 22.—Visited my benefactor,
Mr. Van Rensselaer, and was kindly re-
ceived and entertained during my stay,
which was short.

November 23.—Tarried here this day.

November 24.—Sergeant Smith Ludlow,
Mr. Moore, and myself set out on our way
home, and traveled together by the way of
Esopus, Florida, etc., until we came near
Pennytown, where I had the misfortune to
sprain my ankle so as to render me unable
to march. Here I lay three days and then
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proceeded to Trenton. I reached this place
the same day that the advance guard of
General Washington’s army arrived there
on their retreat through the Jerseys. Here
I tarried a day or two and then crossed the
Delaware and went to Philadelphia, crossed
again and in two days arrived at home, to
the no small joy of myself and friends.

I was in hopes for a time to enjoy myself
in peace in the land of my birth, but therein
I was mistaken; my rest was short, for in
two days after my arrival the news came
that the enemy had possessed themselves of
Trenton. The militia of these parts were
up in arms, and I, more regardless of my
own ease than my country’s safety, joined
them and marched to oppose the unjust in-
vaders of our rights.

(To be continued.)

PauL JoNes CHAPTER, DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

Dear Mrs. Mussey:

Trinity Court, October 26, 1910.

Paul Jones Chapter, in session this afternoon, voted to send greetings to the Magazine

Committee chairman, Mrs. Ellen Spencer

Mussey; also to express appreciation of its work in

giving to the Daughters of the American Revolution such a creditable publication as that con-
taining the Proceedings of the Congress of 1910.

Voting on this resolution were members of seven Chapters and Countess Magri (formerly
Mrs. Tom Thumb), an honorary member and active member of Melzingah Chapter 8, Fish-

kill, N. J.

Mrs. Laura Wentworth Fowler, founder of Old South Chapter, spoke in the highest terms

of the achievement.

Very truly yours,
MarioN H. Brazier.

THE account of the National Committees now appearing in these pages is for the more
r fect knowledge of the work accomplished and proposed by the Daughters of the American

Revolution. It is also with the hope
in its own best way.

at States and

apters will be encouraged to assist each

- I FiND the AMERICAN MONTHLY more interesting each month, and especially the Genealog-

ical Department, which adds so much to its instructiveness. As

Regent, I have found the

magazine indispensable in keeping up with current events—and receiving ideas. Wishing you
every success.—Frances J. Frost, Regent, Blue Ridge Chapter, Lynchburg, Va.

THE Blue Ridge Chapter, Lynchburg, Va, Mrs. Frances J. Frost, Regent, has out the pro-
gram for 1911. We note two topics of peculiar interest: “ Cameos of Ye Olden Women ” and

Pen Pictures of Long Ago.”

WILLARD'S MOUNTAIN CHAPTER, Greenwich, N. Y., Mrs. B. F. Sharpe, 'Regent, has taken
for the year’s work “ What Woman Has Done for America” This general topic is subdivided
into nine parts, covering woman’s work in all directions.

STEvENS THoMSON MasoN CHAPIER, Ionia, Mich., Mrs. W. L. Barnes, Regent, is paying
particular attention to the law of the State, preventing desecration of the flag. The year book
1as for the frontispiece the picture of Michigan’s first Governor.

Your magazine is invaluable to Chapter Regents.—Fannie A. Burris, Regent, Greysolon
A Y

fu Lhut Chapter.

TroMAs CuiTTENDEN CHAPTER, White River
1as embellished their calendar with a picture of

notto:

unction, Vt, Miss Mary J. Miller, Regent,
homas Chittenden, and has taken for its

“Qur fathers to their graves have gone;

Their strife is

ast, their triumph won;

But sterner trials wait the race

Which rises in their honored place.”
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